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What is Winter
Field Day?

> Annual communications readiness event using
amateur radio technologies & spectrum.

> Last weekend of January from Saturday 2:00
PM to Sunday 2:00 PM local time.

> Great way to showcase “convergence”
between outdoors and amateur radio to
inspire more activity in this unique hobby.
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Where do | find Winter
Field Day activity?

>The official Winter Field Day website has a map of
public and private participants.

www.winterfieldday.org of course!

>Anyone can visit a public Winter Field Day site
regardless if they have a radio license or not.

> If you want to stay at home, you can listen for Winter
Field Day activity over the internet using web-
controlled radios if you do not yet have your amateur
radio license or some other receiver. www.websdr.org
is one good option for online options.

> Be sure to contact public or private site organizers
ahead of time if you plan to operate. They likely have
a very clear plan which does not accommodate
certain surprises, and no one wants to hurt any
feelings.
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What to expect at a “real” public
Winter Field Day site?

Find your closest public WFD site and plan to visit even just
for a short while. Those that put effort in will appreciate
seeing you and feel free to bring some shareable snacks too!

> There “should” be people available to answer questions about what is
taking place, how we are doing things and why.

>There may be people “ignoring” visitors asking questions so they can
make radio contacts for a successful event. Likely they are wearing
headphones to stay focused! Do not take it personally.

> Radio amateurs “usually” are overly enthusiastic to talk about anything
related to the hobby. Be prepared to keep an open mind about amateur
radio and keep an eye on your watch!!

> Amateur radio operators sometimes have a “strange” sense of humor,
but we are just like every other Earthling, probably. Come find out.




Winter Field Day
Basics: Pre-Event Stuff

> It is not C-O-L-D everywhere. WFD still happens in
warm weather areas. Cheaters.

> Each Winter Field Day participant is grouped by class.

® 0O =Outside
® I=Inside

® H=Home

[ )

M = Mobile [New in 2024]

> Good idea to practice ahead of time. Know how your
radio and “life sustaining” gear works. Read the official
2024 WEFD rules too!

> Have you done POTA or SOTA? You are ready for WFD!




So, what happens over radio
airwaves during the event?

>> CQ Winter Field Day. This is K2GOG operating 3-OSCAR in ENY. QRZ?
<< K2GOG, K2GOG. This is KB3EFS. 1-HOTEL in WHISKEY NOVEMBER YANKEY. QSL?
>> Thank you for the contact in WNY KB3EFS 1H. Good luck in winter field day 2024.
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>The above is a standard voice contact during the event.

» Users of Morse code provide the same information but with
dit’s and dah’s. Different modes and power levels give more
points. Read the rules. Learn about Q-Codes (QRZ,QSL, etc)

>Some digital modes are permitted during the event too. Lookat |
the rules for what is permitted. Loiging software makes point
scoring easy for any mode. Headphones or headsets are
common to free up hands for typing.

> In 2024, there are a few changes including additional objectives
for bonus points. Visit https://winterfieldday.org/rules.php



https://winterfieldday.org/rules.php

Tell me about a “Outside”
Winter Field Day operation

> Outside means “0O-U-T-S-I-D-E”. Everything is off-grid and temporary.

> Official definition is “Outdoor station: Outdoor stations operate from a partly
or fully exposed building or shelter that does not typically have plumbing,
heating/cooling, or running water available. Operating from a picnic table,
park pavilion, tents, or under pop-up canopies are all places that could be
considered Outdoor. These are locations where you may have to provide your
own heat source and/or protection from the elements. ”

> Power is needed for radios and computers which keep track of contacts. Food
and water is also needed for the biological operators!

> Outside participants are the real deal. If you hear them. Work them!




Tell me about an “Inside”
Winter Field Day operation

Home means you are at I-N-S-I-D-E and
“almost” playing radio as normal.

> Official definition is “Indoor station: is defined as any
station operating away from Home but from inside an
insulated, weather-protected building or structure on
a permanent foundation. Indoor stations typically
have plumbing, heating/cooling, and running water.
Church, EOCs, a club shack, a cabin, and community
centers are all examples of an Indoor station.”

> Great opportunity for those to use emergency or
temporary power like a generator or battery bank. A
[detached garage] is a good example. Same with a
temporary antenna. You are still “Inside”!!

>There are not many “Inside” stations during Winter
Field Day. You might be sort of rare so invite your
friends over to join you.




Tell me about a “Home”
Winter Field Day operation

> Home means you are home, playing radio just like any other day.

> Official definition is “Home station: is defined as any station
participating from their permanent livable residence or within 500ft
of their Home regardless of operating inside or outside.”

>AII WEFD participants are limited to 100W. Including home stations!
Challenge yourself and try lower QRP power since home stations
have better antennae than the outside, mobile and “maybe” the
inside stations.

>Home stations are nice contacts to have, but please give priority to
those “really” doing Winter Field Day away from the warm QTH!

>If you have health or age situations, it is still great that you wish to
participate in this inclusive hobby. Doing so from home is great!!



Tell me about the NEW “Mobile”
Winter Field Day option

Are you sitting in your car or truck?
You are now a M-0-B-I-L-E station!

> Official definition is “Mobile / Mobile Stationary: These
stations are defined as operations from a mobile or
potentially mobile structure like an RV, car, van, sailboat,
cargo trailer, mobile EOC, ETC.”

> More details: These are operating positions that may
offer some sort of built-in heating/cooling. Mobile
Stations do not have to be mobile during the event. They
are defined as having the ability to be mobile should it be
necessary to move during the event. RVs and Cargo
trailers with external antennas set up are still considered
Mobile.

> If you are a “Parks On The Air” operator, you are ready to
go if that is how you POTA! These new MOBILE stations
may be rare this year so be sure to listen for them!




K6GTE Winter Field Day Logger v22.12.12

Total CW:
Total Phone:

Contact Tips for WFD Success S semmvmssomn |
No Matter What

Contacts are contacts are contacts but only
when they are logged and count for WFD

> What operating class are you? Phonetically they are:

> OSCAR = OUTSIDE > HOTEL = HOME e _ — e
> INDIA= INSIDE > MIKE = MOBILE [NEW FOR 2024]

Band: 160 - Mode: CW ~ PWR: 10 30 O0RG

> How many transmitters? Once you set your number you should not change it. So, 3- > Recent Contacts
OSCAR is 3-OSCAR for the entire event. Changing details “might” bust a contact. T TR T, i ot W Conacs w
144 NHGIC 10 PAC 01127 1850 20PH  Hawail DP KMaT Total Phone Contacts
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Are you using a club callsign? You better know what it is before you pick up the mic!! e e e N ot W —=
BEOD R oEE OEE R LNlin
5 W [ ]
» What is your ARRL Section? Know this important information. It defines where you are e T S
located. ENY = East New York, NTX = North Texas, etc. Logging software makes this easy. | [Fe AN o e R B
cT RI n NM WTX D WWA MN sD
EMA VT
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> Log your contacts accurately the first time, every time. Use the N3FJP or NIMM Io§g|ng e O R (PO TR e s
programs. They are the best for WFD for multi-operator participants. Practice ahead of - W ss | on o om
the event if needed. Special nod also for K6GTE logging program for those that want s ome e e | S o |[IEEEE v
another non-Microsoft option. i e 2w [t owm e o
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Bearing.
; : 104238 AM
Miles: Band: “ Mode: N1FD “ m 154238 UTC
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> Plan on one larger or a few smaller capacity LiPo batteries to run your radio. Keep Your battery MASSACHUSETTS
warm. LiPo do not always like cold weather. Can you charge it during the day via solar? Good L]
thinking! Try to avoid gas powered generators. Not every locations allows them without a permit Worcester
or at all. W o Boston
Springfield
Se e v O gpTuth
> Use separate power for your radio and logging computer. Update your computer and install Hartford = :Pro % ce
software before WFD starts. If operating with others, ask who oversees logging before the event. o : L3
CONNECTICUT o
RHODE
> Even a temporary antenna with coaxial connectors deserves some electrical tape to prevent New Haven ISLAND Nantucket
moisture build up. Do not over tighten zip ties. Avoid them. Try to use reusable hook/loop e © < o
fasteners instead to secure any feedlines. Be sure to include drip loops where needed. At
> Get an insulating seat cushion. Also get something to keep your feet off the ground if outside. 'ork  Long Island

Avoid heat loss at all costs. Wear layers depending on the temperature changes from day/night.

> Stay hydrated. If you plan the full 24-hour event, do not avoid self care. You will be more
productive as a radio operator. Drink the correct beverages that will NOT dehydrate you.

PUBLIC IS
WELCOME

PRIVATE
LOCATION ONLY

> Be safe. When out at night, use a flashlight and be sure to always keep your hands clean after
biologic breaks, especially if you will be sharing radio equipment with others.
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2024 Notes: The UNDR Group is operating as K2OMD (OMARC)
and N2HVD (HVDN) from K-5326 for WFD only from 1400-1600 ET
Saturday 1/27 as 4 OSCAR due to park hour limits. POTA activation
prior from 1000-1359 ET. No activity on Sunday 1/28. More details

at www.undr-group.com and www.winterfieldday.org

Presented by Steve Bossert K2GOG
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